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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


We publish this week a report of the Council 
meeting at which Dr. Koch’s treatment of tubercu- 
losis was discussed and a proposition to take part in 
the experiment postponed. The discussion seems 
to us to be a happy and concise summary of the 
“errors of statement and confusion of logic”? which 
so often vitiate the conclusiens of all kinds of as- 
semblies. The idea of those members who wished 
to send off at once a representative of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons seemed to be found- 
ed on erroneous statements, and to be supported by 
bad logic. 

We were told that we had neglected scientific in- 
vestigation, that we followed in the wake of other 
bodies, and that now an opportunity presented 
itself for “ initiatihg scientific research.” As a mat- 
ter of fact we have very little to blame ourselves 
with, We have not neglected scientific research. 
Our profession has kept its head when other bodies 
have lost theirs. On the Cattle Plague question 
we were right and other bodies wrong. On conta- 
gious diseases generally we have held our own al- 
ways. and more than once our opinion and advice 
has been proven by time and results to be correct 
when the medical profession has been wrong. 

The work done by Professors McFadyean, Axe 
and Penberthy on different diseases has stood the 
test of experience although opposed to medical ex- 
ey On Tuberculosis, Cow-pox and Anthrax we 

ave nothing to retract and a good deal to be proud 
of. Our investigations have been laughed at, de- 
nied, and then proved correct. We are not un- 
scientific, and we have not yet been proved guilty of 
false deductions or hasty conclusions. The minority 
who would have had us attempt a rush at Dr. Koch’s 
discovery have been defeated, and we are now ina 
position to await some conclusive results. whilst 
other bodies have too hastily attempted to snatch 
temporary popularity from work which is not yet 
completed. 

A fear lest the Royal Agricultural Society should 
anticipate us was expressed, and the taunt was 
thrown out that we ;were too prone to follow the 
lead of the medical profession. We may calmly 
await any action of the Agriculturists, and we do 
not recognise any point in the accusation that we 
follow medical science. We are a young profes- 
Sion, and pathology is still a long way from 
being a finite science. We have in recent years con- 
tributed our full share to pathological investigations 
and we may take credit to ourselves for the work 
we have done on Tuberculosis. Koch’s work is not 
yet complete, and no possible good can accrue from 


trying to anticipate the results of his experiments. 
When it is shown that he has obtained results prac- 
tically applicable to the lower animals, the time 
will have arrived for us to initiate experiments. 
That time has not yet arrived and any action of 
ours at present is premature from a scientific point 
of view, if not from an advertising standard. Pro- 
fessor Koch is a ‘scientific man, and we may well 
wait the result of his work and the publication of 
his opinions. 


A correspondent writes, drawing attention to a 
provision of the 1883 Charter, which limits the 
amount chargeable by the College for admission to 
the profession to thirteen guineas. If his inter- 
pretation of the Charter be correct, and if his asser- 
tion that many men are charged more than is 
provided for can be sustained, we have another, 
and a very powerful reason for a New Charter. If 
it be illegal to charge rejected men for re-examina- 
tion we are in this dilemma—we must either re- 
fuse to re-examine them or we must do so gratuit- 
ously. This is a matter of very grave importance 
and must not be left in doubt. Is there any au- 
thoritive ruling on the question ? 


On Tuesday night in the House of Commons, Sir W. 
Foster asked whether the Government would endeavour 
to obtain a supply of Koch’s lymph for distribution to 
recognised public institutions, aud Sir J. Fergusson 
stated in reply that our Ambassador had applied for 
some, andthat the Agricultural Department would do 
their best to distribute the fluid when obtained. The 
answer was greeted with laughter! Whether the 
amusement of the House was due to the members look- 
ing upon the matter as a joke, or whether they fancied the 
Agricultural department was not the right body to 
test the material we are unable to perceive. At any 
rate our legislators do not seem to appreciate the 
gravity of Tuberculosis in relation to the domestic animals. 

About Koch’s fluid there is one important point 
that renders it specially useful in Veterinary practice— 
even if it does not cure, it is valuable in assisting diag- 
nosis. Tuberculosis is extremely difficult to diagnose in 
its early stages in the lower animals, and it is well worth 
investigating the power of the new vaccine to determine 
the existence of the disease. If it be true that 25 per 
cent. of our cattle are victims of tuberculosis, and that 
flesh and milk may convey disease to the human subject, 
it is of the highest importance that the disease should be 
scheduled in the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. The 
great difficulty felt in legislating is the fact of diagnosis 
being so uncertain. If Koch’s fluid facilitates our power 
to detect the disease we jshall have uired an agent 
which will remove all reasonable obstacles to legislation 
on similar lines to that now applied to glanders. .We 
trust the Board of Agriculture may be able to determine 
this question soon..... 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ANTHRAX OR WHAT? 


A cow six months advanced in pregnancy. and 
which had been well fattened was recently 
slaughtered by a butcher in the usual manner, and 
was considered in perfect health. -She bled well, 
but. in removing the hide several dark red spots were 
noticed and at first considered to be bruises. The 
omentum however was found to be red in places, 

_ the kidneys looked dark, and the carcase generally 
was dark in colour, prone to decomposition, and 
altogether unfit for food. The heart, lungs and 
liver however appeared to be normal. 

The cow, along with another. was purchased ten 
days before and then driven eight miles. One was 
slaughtered three days after the drive and nothing 
noted amiss. The cow was under observation every 
day and not the least sign of ailment was noticed. 
What was the matter ? “ TgNoRAMUS.” 


STOMATITIS PUSTULOSA CONTAGIOSA 
By A. B, E. 


I have recently met with a few cases as described 
under the above name in Williams’ Veterinary Medi- 
cine, and should like to know if it is at all uncom. 
mon, as I have not seen any cases recorded, and 
have only seen two cases of it previously. The 
symptoms in one case (a 6 year old hunter) were 
well marked, the eruptions on the tongue, cheeks, 
and lips being well marked and very numerous, and 
were also scattered abou: sides, hips. hocks, and very 
thick inside of fore limbs, about the knees against 
which he rubbed his mouth. The swelling of the 
throat and maxillary glands caused difficulty in 
swallowing, otherwise the horse shewed no consti- 
tutional disturbance, the appetite pulse respirations, 
and temperature remained good throught its course. 


?} 


THE NEW CHARTER—THE PROFESSION’S 
REPLY. 
By W. J. Mutvey, F.R.C.V.S. 


1 have much pleasure in sending details of the 
recent replies on the three questions submitted to 
the profession. The result will be most gratifying 
to those who, like myself, hold the opinion that, in 
the interests of the unity of the profession, a change 
on the points mentioned is required. I may add 
that of twelve members of Council who favoured me 
with their opinions, ten were in favour of the repeal 
of the Ninth Clause. The replies have come from all 
oe of the Kingdom, and from men occupying the 

ighest positions in the profession. The almost 
unanimous opinion is, that a New Charter must be 
obtained, and on the lines laid down. It was very 
amusing at the meeting of Council that took place 
on the 25th ultimo, to notice with what unanimity 
the very men who have, over and _ over again, stated 
that no New Charter was required--that the pro- 
fession were adverse to any alteration—the very 


men who have put every obstacle in the way— 
quietly turn round and say that they have been in 
favour of the change all along, but as is usual in 
such cases of sudden conversion, which are always 
to be mistrusted, they endeavour by disingenuous 
argument to push on one side the three points on 
which the profession is agreed, for fresh subjects 
which must, I think, be regarded as subsidiary to the 
main questions. The opponents of the measure 
talk about “playing to the gallery;” the only 
gallery | know of isthe members of the profession, 
the electorate, and to these I would say. Mark well 
what takes place between now and next April, and 
follow up the vote you have given on the postcard 
by giving another on the paper seni you by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, in favour only 
of those candidates who will support the views you 
have, by your replies, approved. 

In conclusion T dosive to thank those gentlemen 
who have favoured me with their views on the sub- 
ject in detail, and to offer my apologies for not 
having been able to reply to them all personally. 


The answers to the three questions asked were as follows. 


Is it desirable YES. NO. 
‘fi I. To alter the Ninth Clause 1,040 71 
i II, To make Council entirely Elective 1,061 43 

F IIT. To Limit the Dual Appointment 1,042 49 

La The replies answering “ Yes” to all questions numbered vil 978 

The replies answering “No” to all 23 
Replies from men whose diplomas are dated before 1876 Pood 536 
Do. do. do.: after 1876 538 

A Do. whose signature is illegible a ‘9 11 


Of 84 Fellows who replied 56 vote against the Ninth Clause. 


The Total number of answers received to date (Dec. Ist) is 1,072.. 
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THE PROPOSED NEW CHARTER. 
By A. W. Briees, M.R.C.V.S. 


The article on the above subject which appeared 
in your journal on the 22nd ultimo, from the pen of 
Mr. F. p Carter, of Bradford, was most ingenious 
and somewhat startling. and, primd facie, seemed to 
strike heavily against altering the Ninth Clause. 

Personally, I felt, at the time, exceedingly in- 
debted to Mr. Carter, and as a M.R.C.V.S. who 
qualified subsequent to 1876 I began to imagine that 
I had no locus standi so far as interference with the 
Ninth Clause was concerned. 

Through the courtesy of a fellow-practitioner, 
however, { have since received a copy of circular 
issued by Mr. Mulvey, giving a statistical analysis 
of the replies to the three questions submitted by 
him to the profession. In consequence thereof, and 
after mature deliberation, I have seen fit to alter my 
opinion, and now consider that I and other members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who 
qualified after 1876 ought to be allowed tu have a 
voice in the matter. 

In the first place it would appear that in answer 
to question To alter the 9th Clause ”’--up to 
Nov. 25th ultimo the replies were as follows, viz. : 
Yes, 1019, No, 69. 

But now let us look fairly and calmly at these 


figures from Mr, Carter’s point of view. Of the) y 


1019 “ ayes,” 523 replies were subscribed by mem- 
bers who received their diplomas after 1876, leaving 
496 “ayes” who qualified antecedent to 1876 as 
against 69 “‘ noes,” This I contend ‘s a sufficiently 
overwhelming majority. But Mr. Carter points out 
that no less than 1357 men have qualified since 
1876, leaving 832 of that particular section who 
have not voted. 

Again, 150 circulars (voting papers) were sent 
out to F.R.C.V.S. Of these 83 replied and 55 
voted against the 9th clause. 

So much, at present, for the 9th clause. 

Question II. “To make Council entirely Elective.” 
Yes, 1040. No, 48. 

Question III. “To Limit Dual Appointment. 
Yes, 1,021. No, 49, 

Only 23 voted No to all three questions. 

I simply ask, is further proof needed by the 
Council of R.C.V.S. as to the opinion of the pro- 
fession upon the desirability of a New Charter? 

To return for a moment to the question of the 9th 
clause. If a new Charter is obtained it would be an 
act of spite and uncharitableness to so alter the 
clause as to exclude the poor unfortunate 1,357 men 
who qualified after 1876 from equal rights with the 
rest of the profession. If the 9th Clause is altered 
at all we have a perfect right to fight for whatever 
may be to our benefit, and in so fighting [ fail to 
see that we are in any way traducing the escutcheon 
of our noble profession. 

At the forthcoming election of councilmen I 
anticipate that the “ burning” question of the 1889 
election will be “very hot.” 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting of this Association was held in 
the County Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Friday, Nov- 
ember 21st. The President, J. W. ‘I’. Moore, Esq., in 
the Chair. There were also present—Messrs, C. Ste 
henson, J. E. Peele, D. Dudgeon, D. Macgregor, G. R. 
Dudgeon, J. Wheatley, G. M. Mitchell, J. Gofton, 
W. Awde, D. Macgreor, H. Hunter, A. Hunter, J. Nis- 
bet, and the Secretary; also Councillor J. A. Batey, 
and J. Arup, visitors. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and adopted. 

Letters of regret for being absent were read from 
Dr. G. Murray, Professors Walley and McCall, Messrs. 
T. Greaves, G. Elphick, and W. J. Mulvey. 

The President then made a few congratulatory re- 
marks on Mr. J. E. Peele’s restoration to health after 
his prolonged illness. Mr. Peele feelingly responded. 


New MemBers. 


The following gentlemen were proposed as members 
of the Association and elected unanimously. Messrs. J. 
=" D. Macgregor, and T. Aitken, of Newcastle-on- 

yne. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Mr. Dudgeon proposed, and Mr. Wheatley seconded, 
that Mr. A. Hunter be the President for the ensuing 
ear. Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gofton proposed, and Mr. McGregor, of ed 
ton, seconded, that Messrs, G. Elphick, and G. R. - 
geon be the Vice-Presidents. Carried unanimouly. 

Mr. G. R. Dudgeon proposed the re-election of the 
Secretary. Carried unanimously. 

The Auditors Messrs. G. Elphick and W. Hunter, were 
also unanimously re-elected. The Dinner Committee to 
consist of the President, Mr. Moore, Mr. Elphick and 
the Secretary. 


Jormnt-Meetine with 8S. Durnam and N.Y.V.A. 


Mr. J. Gorron then brought forward his motion 
with reference to a joint-meeting of this Association 
with the South Durham and North Yorkshire Associa- 
ion :—* That the Secretary of the Association be in- 
tructed to communicate with the Secretary of the 
South Durham and North Yorkshire Veterinary Asso- 
ciation with a view to arranging a mutual meeting, at a 
time and place suitable to both.’”’ He said it would be a 
great help-to both Associations to have a united gathering 
of both bodies, say once a year. 

Mr. G. R. Dupe@gon seconded the motion and said it 
was a sensible course to —_ , and he thought it would 
improve the harmony of both Associations. 

r. Awve said that although he could not pledge 
himself on behalf of his Association, he felt it would be a 
good thing, and of advantage to everybody: 

The Preswent also supported Mr. Gofton’s motion 
after which it was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Gorton next proposed and Mr. G. R. Dupazon 
seconded, that the President, Vice-Presidents and Sec- 
retary be the committee to carry out the necessary ar- 
rangements with the other Association. Carried 
unanimously. 


Mr. D. Dupagon gave notice of his intention to pro- 
at the next meeting an alteration of the rule fixing 
the day of meeting of this Association. 


The following papers were read :— 
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THE WORKING OF THE NEW PLEURO- 
PNEUMONIA ACT AND ORDERS. 
By Ciement STEPHENSON. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN, 

I have been requested by our esteemed Secretary, Mr. 
Hancock, to bring before you in a short paper a few 
remarks upon the working of the new pleuro-pneumonia 
Act and Orders. As you are aware, in July last, much 
to the delight of everyone who had made a special study 
of pleuro-pneumonia, an Act of Parliament was passed, 
called the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Pleuro-Pneu- 
monia Act, 1890. By this Act pleuro-pneumonia, so far 
as slaughter and compensation were concerned, was 
transferred from local authorities to the Board of Agri- 
culture. By this transference uniformity of action, 
which is all important, became ensured, and compensa- 
tion for slaughter, instead of being a charge upon local 
rates, became a charge upon the National Exchequer. 
This Act came into force on the lst September, and 
the Board of Agricultnre naturally made such arrange- 
ments as they, in their judgment, doubtless thought best 
calculated to carry out its working details. It is these 
arrangements that, in certain quarters, have caused dis- 
content and fault-finding. Let me say at once that I am 
not one of those who think that the working details of 
the Act are perfect. I believe that, with experience, 
they will be improved, but I recognise the truth of the 
old saying that “those who pay the piper have a right 
to choose the tune.” I will now briefly direct your 
attention to the system by which the Act is being 
carried out. In the first place a number of gentlemen 
were appointed as travelling inspectors ; and because 
these gentlemen were not qualified veterinary surgeons 
a certain amount of grumbling has been raised against 
them. I, for one, can see no just reason to find fault 
with the appointments ; on the contrary, I believe that 
the gentlemen appointed are well qualified to carry out 
the work that is entrusted to them, i.e., to ascertain 
what the boundaries of an infected place should be, 
what cattle have been in contact with diseased cattle or 
otherwise exposed to infection, to report this informa- 
tion to tbe Board of Agriculture; and, afterwards, the 
orders of the Board as to slaughter, cleansing, &c.; are 
carried out under their direction. This, you will see, 1s 
entirely and clearly separated from the dutiies of }the 
veterinary surgeons. Previous to the Act coming info 
force an Order, called “ The Pleuro-Pnenmonia Order of 
1890,” was issued, and in the form of instructions—a 
sort of A BC guide—a circular, entitled “Genemil 
Procedure under the Act,” was also sent ont. The 
Order revokes a number of former orders—it defines t 
duty of the police, of the inspector, and of the owner. 
It deals with movement in, or into, or out of, infectéd 
places or circles; and, amongst other things, it continués 
the power of local authorities'to make such restrictions 
upon the movements of cattle into their respective dis- 
tricts as they may think a@visable. I have heard no 
complaint against this order, everyone appears to be 
satisfied with it. Perhaps it has not been very carefully 
examined, or perhaps it is somewhat clouded by legal 
technicalities. This is not so, however, with the modest 
looking “ general procedure under the Act,” which, like 
a carefully prepared dissection, reveals at a glance—the 
naked machinery by which the Act is to be worked. tt 
is this plain, matter-of-fact statement that has caused 
much unnecessary dissatisfaction. In my humble 
opinion this order is not all that it might have been. but 
what surprises me most is, that what I consider its 
weakest part has been, to a great extent, overlooked 
and what I consider its safest and strongest part, 
namely, the sending to London of the lungs of the first 


animal slaughtered—condemned. I can see no just 
objection to sending the lungs to London, and surely 
the officers of the Board of Agriculture, with their vast 
experience of the past, have a perfect right, and are fully 
justified in satisfying themselves that the funds they 
ave to administer are honestly applied to the purpose 
they were intended for. Now let us see how the mem- 
bers of our profession are affected by the new orders as 
compared to the position they held under the old Act of 
1878. Section 16 (5) of the old Act says “ local authori- 
ties shall enquire into the correctness of the inspector’s 
declaration with the assistance and advice of a veterin 
inspector, or person qualified according to the Act.” 
This clause necessitated local authorities to appoint 
veterinary inspectors, who, in addition to other duties, 
became responsible, to a large extent, for the effectual 
carrying out of the pleuro-pneumonia orders. Upon 
them devolved the often difficult duty of diagnosing and 
distinguishing between true pleuro-pneumonia and other 
diseases that were associated with somewhat similar 
symptoms. Some, myself included, had power, under 
certain conditions, to slaughter one animal as a test 
case, and in slaughtering out infected herds they had 
power to reject or destroy such carcases, which, either 
from disease or want of condition, were, in their opinion, 
not fit for human food. Under the new order some un- 
certainty exists as to the exact position of the veterinary 
inspector, but I take it that, under section 6,“ Existing 
regulations of local authorities,” and section 9, “ Duty 
of inspector,’ the duty of the inspectors as defined in 
section 16 (5) of the 1878 Act is continued. But, how- 
ever this may be, I can assure you that the life of the 
old veterinary inspector was not all pleasure and sun- 
shine; for in addition to the responsible position he 
held, he had often disagreeable duties to perform—duties 
which lead to unavoidable friction, and in some cases he 
was looked upon as a monopolist who usurped the ordi- 
nary work of the veterinary surgeon. To those who held 
the latter view, the new procedure order will be a great 
relief, for under it the veterinary inspector is entirely 
superseded by a veterinary surgeon. The inspector 
may or may not consult a veterinary surgeon before 
declaring a place infected, but under no circumstances 
will slaughter take place until the Board of Agriculture 
have ordered it, and it will then be done under the 
supervision of a veterinary surgeon, who will forward 
the lungs to London. He will also have to examine 
and report upon all the other cattle on the premises, 
and if the test case prove to be plenro-pneumonia, he, 
the veterinary surgeon, will be instructed to at once 
cause to be valued and slaughtered all the remaining 
cattle that, in his opinion, are diseased. Finally, in 
slaughtering out infected herds, the veterinary surgeon 
is to condemn any carcase that is considered by him to 
be unfit for human food ; at the same time it js not his 
duty or within his power to certify that any carcases are 
fit for human food. I may state that when carcases are 
sent for sale, a special notice is given that the carcases 
must on no account be offered for sale until they have 
been inspected by the sanitary or meat inspector. Now, 
whatever the old veterinary inspectors may think of the 
new orders, I feel sure that you will agree with me that 
the members of the profession generally have good rea- 
sous to congratulate themselves upon the altered con- 
ditions, They will now have the opportunity of doing 
the work that for years they have seen go past them-— 
they will have the honour of doing their part in freeing 
our country from a foreign disease—a disease that for 


country untold wealth. Those gentlemen who are call 

upon to carry out the work will, I believe, be well paid, 
and I trust that they will perform their duties in a way 
that will bring honour not only to themselves but to the 


profession at large. Whilst still keeping in view the old 


fifty years has devastated our herds, and has cost the — 
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adage “ That those who pay the piper have a right to 
choose the tune ”’—-still, I think that as an “ old hand,” 
I may be allowed to mention certain alterations and 
additions which, in my opinion, would be improvements 
to the new orders. 

In the first place, 1 think that the time has come when 
the power given to local authorities to make restrictions 
upon the movement of cattle should be withdrawn. 
During the old regime, owing to want of uniformity, the 
power was valuable, but now when the country is under 
one central authority, and the slaughter-order is 
promptly and uniformly carried out, local restrictions 
are not required, and I believe that their continuance 
would lead to bad results. The Board of Agriculture 
alone are acquainted with all the known centres of 
disease, and, believing as I do that these known centres 
will be effectually dealt with by them, I consider that 
they, and they only, should have the power to restrict 
the movements of cattle. They can close places, circles, 
areas, districts, and even counties; and if all dangerous 
centres are closed by them—and I believe that they will 
be—there can be no necessity to hamper trade aud cause 
ill-feeling against the Act by allowing loca] authorities 
to close a whole county for, perhaps, one centre of 
disease which has been already promptly dealt with by 
the central authority. 

In the next place, I think that before a provisionally 

infected place, with its accompanying circle of half a 
mile, is declared—a proceeding which is a very serious 
thing for the district in which it occurs—the inspector 
should be compelled to call in the aid of a veterinary 
surgeon; and further, that the veterinary surgeon 
should have power, under certain conditions, to slaugh- 
ter one animal as a test case, the lungs in every such 
case, whether affected with pleuro-pneumonia or any 
other disease, or if even free from di , to be sent 
to London for examination. 
_ To make the orders really efficient I have no hesitation 
in saying that a penal clause is required. There can be 
no doubt about this, for if all the centres of disease 
were now known the work of extermination would in- 
deed be short and simple. It is the hidden centres 
which will prolong the work ; I would, therefore, like to 
see a compulsory notification clause introduced which 
would be binding alike upon owners, veterinary 
surgeons, practitioners, and slaughter-men, and the neg- 
lect of which should lead to very severe punishment. 

Finally, gentleman, I would remind you, and that in 
no egotistical spirit, but in the hope, and in the belief 
that it will act upon you as an incentive to persevere, 
and to have a perfect faith in your ultimate success in 
stamping out pleuro-pneumonia, that the work now 
being done by the Board of Agriculture has been done— 
and that with perfect success—in the City of Newcastle, 
and in the County of Northumberland for the last 
twelve years. It has been carried out in a liberal spirit, 
without decimating the cattle of the district, and that at 
acost of only the one-twentieth of a penny in the pound on 
the rates. It has been carried out with the most positive 
advantage to stock-owners, ratepayers, flesh- 
consumers ; and, gentlemen, what has been done in this 
Seen can be done, and will be done all over the 

om. 


NOTES ON ENDOCARDITIS IN THE PIG, 
By Criement STEPHENSON. 


Mr. Prestpenr and 

ann history, and the symptoms of illness observed in 

oe from which I obtained these hearts, is briefly as 

On July 10th I was requested to see two pigs sup- 
P 

posed to be suffering from swine fever, at Low Walker : 


they belo to one owner, and I will define them as 
No. 1 and No. 2. 

They were good looking, evidently well bred, about 
7 months old, and fat. Th 
castle Market when quite young, out of one pen, and 
from their resemblance to each other there was good 
reason to believe that they were brothers, and of one 
litter. They were in a clean, warm sty, and from kind 
treatment they were remarkably docile to handle—in 
fact they were regular pets. 

No. 1 was told had been ill 12 days. There were 
patches of discolouration upon the ears and the back, his 
legs were paralysed, the bowels were constipated, the 
appetite was good, and when he heard his attendant ap- 
proach he opened his mouth and was fed with a spoon ; 
he was said to have got fatter since his illness began ; 
the temperature was 103°. No. 2 had been ill 3 days, 
his symptoms were similar to those of No. 1, except that 
he had not lost the use of his legs. Both pigs had re- 
ceived several doses of Castor Oil and Jalap. 

As I saw none of the usual symptoms of swine fever 
I left, but requested the inspector to report to me any 
changes that might take place in their condition ; this 
he did, and from time to time I heard that the pigs 
were better and doing well. 

On the 23rd August I received notice that No. 1 pig 
was dead, and that No. 2 pig was much worse. Upon 
visiting the place I was told that since my last visit 
both pigs had done well up to 3 days ago, when both 
became very ill again; that extensive desquamation of 
the cuticle of both pigs, but particularly No. 1, had 
taken place, and that No.2 pig had spent much of his 
time licking the eyes, nostrils and mouth of his 
companion, 

Post mortem on No. I.—The ears, tail, and patches on 
back much discoloured, and there were signs of slough- 
ing; no eruption on belly, inside of thighs, breast or 
throat, and no swelling of the throat. The internal 
organs were, with the exception of the lungs and heart, 
in a normal condition he lungs were slightly en- 
larged, pallid and enphysematons, and the valves of the 
heart, as you have seen, were extensively diseased, There 
was some effusion into the thorax but no adhesions. 

No. 2 pig lingered on until the 30th August, and the 
post mortem appearances found in him were exactly the 
same as those foundin No. 1. Both pigs were quite 
fat when they died. No. 1 was said to have “slept 
away,” No. 2 to have “died hard” squealing and 
struggling. 

In my investigations into the diseases of pigs, I have 
often found small vegetations upon the valves of the 
heart but, as there was always other and sufficient causes 
to account for death I attached little importance to 
them—this is not so however with the cases I have 
brought before you to-day, for as you have seen, the 
vegetations are of great bulk, and there is an absence 
of any other cause to account for death. 

The congested condition of the extremities, and pat- 
ches on the back, I look upon as the result of defective 
circulation, and the same cause will, in my opinion, ac- 
count for the emphysematous condition of the lungs and 
the effusion into the thorax. 

The point of importance in the cases is causation, and 
knowing that some observers look upon vegetations 
upon the valves of the heart as being in some way con- 
nected with swine fever, the questions that have oc- 
curred to me are— 

I. Were these pigs suffering from some unrecognised 
form of swine fever. 

II. Were the valves of the heart primarily affected, 
and if so—was it due to heredity, if not—then what 
other causes have been in operation. 

Since the foregoing notes were written I have unex- 
pectedly met with another similar case. 


ey had been bought in New-. 


ty 
a 
4 
3 7 
3 
| 
i 
a 
43 
| 
‘ | 


278 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Decemder 6, 1890. 


On the 12th inst. I was requested to see a pig at 
Biggs Main, on arriving there I foung two pigs in asty, one 
was? months old—the other 4 months—their home and 
surroundings were not so clean and comfortable as they 
ought to have been but they were no worse than many 
similar places in the country. The larger pig was the 
invalid; the whole of the upper half of his body from 
head to tail was black and purple coloured, the ears were 
deathly cold and moist, the bowels had been constipated 
but had been relieved by medicine ; there was no cough, 
neither was their any loss of power in the legs. He had 
been ill five days; the illness began suddenly and was 
not preceded by lameness ; he had eaten nothing since 
the illness began except a small quantity of coals. 

I saw no trace of swine fever, neither did I diagnose 
endocarditis, but I saw that his lease of life was a short 
one, and not considering it a case that required further 
attention from me, I instructed the inspector (Stoker, of 
Wallsend) who has had a large experience in the post 
mortem examination of pigs, to make an examination 
after death and report results tome. This he did on 
the 14th inst., and this is the heart marked No. 3, 
belonging to the pig. In his report, he says—in ad- 
dition to the diseased heart, I thought the liver was lar- 
ger than it ought to be, and there was some effusion into 
the abdomen ; the intestines, stomach and lungs were 
healthy. 

Discolouration of the skin of the pig is not, in my 
opinion, a diagnostic symptom of any special value, it is 
common to many diseases. I have seen it in connec- 
tion with indigestion, constipated bowels, worms in the 
alimentary canal, in diseased conditions of the lungs 
and liver, and, as the cases I have brought before you 
this day proves, it is also found in cases of endocarditis. 

Looking back, Iam strongly inclined to believe that 
endocarditis is more common in the pig than we have 
ever thought, and further, that it is more common in 
the pig than in any other of our patients. In making 
post mortems we are, I am afraid, too apt to pass over 
the heart and think it healthy if its external appearances 
are normal ; if this is so, than the question again comes 
to the front—why are pigs so subject to endocarditis ? 


NOTES ON THE CONDITION OF THREE HEARTS 
TAKEN FROM PIGS DEAD OF ENDOCARDITIS 
By Grorce R. Murray, M.B. B.A. 


Naked Eye Appearances. 


No.1. Externally this heart presents a normal ap- 
pearance. There are no signs of inflammation of the 
es ee and the heart substance itself appears to be 

ealthy. The right auricle contains a slightly ad- 
herent decolourised clot; the lining membrane is 
healthy. The tight ventricle and both the tricuspid 
and mitral valves are normal. The left auricle con- 
tains noclot. The lining membrane is slightly rough- 
ened at several points just above the opening into the 
ventricle, andthere area few vegetations the size of a 
pin’s head firmly adherent to it just above the insertion 
of the bases of the mitral valves. The internal surface 
of each of the mitral valves is occupied by a firmly ad- 
herent nodular mass about the size of a small walnut. 
The edges of the valves all round these masses are oceu- 
pied by smaller vegetations of different sizes but similar 
in appearance to the large ones; so that the whole of 
this surface of the valves is concealed by them. The 
space taken up by these masses is so great that the 
auriculo-ventricular opening is nearly blocked up by 
them, and before death only a very small stream of 
blood can have passed from the auricle to the ventricle. 


The valves must have been kept constantly pressed 
against the wall of the ventricle, and can have been 
scarcely able to move at all just before death. On the 
outer surface of the mitral valves, and on that 
part of the lining membrane of the left ventricle with 
which the valves when open come in contact, there are 
several small vegetations. In cutting through one of 
the large vegetations it appears to consist of two parts, 
a central part which has a smooth shining surface on 
section, is firm in consistence, and resembles you 
fibrous or scar-tissue in appearance. This is qucloosl 
by a layer about one-eighth of an inch in thickness, 
white in colour, somewhat rough and granular on its 
outer surface, very similar in appearance to a diph- 
theritic membrane. On the internal surface of one of 
the aortic valves there is a vegetation the size of a split 

a, and on one of the others some smaller ones. The 
left ventricle is otherwise normal in appearance. 

No. 2. This heart is affected in almost exactly the 
same way as No.1. In it also the right side of the 
heart is healthy andthe mitral valves are affected. 
There are vegetations on the internal surface of each of 
the aortic valves, each being about the size of a pea. 

No. 3. This heart is affected by a disease similar to 
that in the other two. Here, however, all the valves 
of the heart are affected. The tricuspid valves are 
affected in the same degree as the mitral valves in the 
other two hearts. There are vegetations also on the 
pulmonary valves. The mitral valves are only slightly 
affected but are specially interesting as they show the 
disease in its earlier stages. There are vegetations also 
on the aortic valves, so that thisheart differs from the 
other two in that (1) all the valves are affected (2) That 
the stress of the affection has fallen more on the tricus- 
pid than on the mitral valves. 


Microscopicul Appearances. 

In sections of the vegetations in heart No. 1 stained 
with logwood, the central part is seen to consist of young 
connective tissue with numerous darkly stained nuclei. 
This is surrounded by an outer layer which has no defi- 
nite structure, but presents much the same appearance 
as a layer of unorganised lymph. In sections stained 
by Gram’s method, this outer layer is seen to contain 
large numbers of bacilli, As we have not yet had an 
opportunity of obtaining cultures of these bacilli we are 
unable to say more than that they are present in the 
vegetations. It is probable that they are the cause of 
the disease, and if this should prove to be the case it will 
be necessary to find out if they are identical with the 
bacilli of swine fever or not. 


A very interesting discussion took place on Mr. Step- 
henson’s paper, in which most of the gentlemen present 
took part, ard the remarks made were certairly in favor 
of the opinions expressed by the author of the paper, 
and also with a few suggestions made by him witha 
view to slight additions being made to the Act. _ 

Unfortunately Dr. Murray was absent and the discus- 
sion on “ Endocarditis in the Pig” was adjourned until 
the next meeting, it being necessary, if it can be ar 
ranged, for Dr. Murray to have other specimens, 80 4 
to enable him to complete his microscopical examina 
tions. It is also anticipated that he will be present at 
the Annual meeting in February and take part in the 
discussion, which will undoubtedly prove instructive 
and interesting. 

Mr. Peele proposed, Mr. Mitchell seconded, and Mr. 
D. Dudgeon supported a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Stephenson for his paper. 

Mr. Stephenson in replying, said he was only too 
happy to do all in his power for the interest of the 
profession. 
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Mr. G. R. Dudgeon p and Mr. A. Hunter secon- 
ded a vote of thanks to the President for his conduct in 
the chair during the _- 

The President replied suitably, and the proceedings 
were brought to a close. 

W. Asnton Hancocg, Secretary. 


Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A Special Meeting of the Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, on Tuesday the 25th inst., to consider: 
the following notices of motion by Sir Henry Simpson :— 

(1.) Thatit is desirable to test the value of Dr. 
Koch’s recent discovery for the cure of Tuberculosis by 
scientific investigation, and by applying his remedy to 
animals affected with Tuberculosis, especially those of 
the class whose flesh or milk is used for food by human 
beings, and that the sum of £250 as a first instalment be 
now granted from the Funds of the College,and set apart 
for the purpose. 

(2.) That in pursuance of the resolution 
the treatment of Tuberculosis in animals, the Counci 
, being a gentleman of acknow- 
ledged eminence in the Veterinary profession, to pro- 
ceed to Berlin and place himself in communication with 
Dr. Koch and such other persons as may be necessary, 
and that the result of his investigations be communi- 
cated fiom time to time as early as possible to the 
Council. 

The Chair was occupied by the President, Professor 
McCall, and there were present beside,—Professors 
Penberthy, Pritchard, Dr. Fleming, Sir Henry Siiapson, 
Messrs. Thomas Briggs, J. Roalfe Cox, T. Greaves, 
William Hunting, H. ‘Kidd, J. D. Lambert, J. Malcolm, 
W. J. Mulvey, J. F.Simpson, R. C. Trigger, W. B. 
Walters, F. W. Wragg, A. W. Hill (Secretary), and G. 
Thatcher (Solicitor). 

The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. J. F. Simpson, seconded by Mr. 
Watrers the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed. 


ABSENTEES. 


The Secretary stated that he had received letters from 
Professors Williams and Walley, and Messrs. Ruther- 
ford, Taylor, Barford and Whittle, regretting their ina- 
bility to attend the meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


The Secretary read the following letter from Professor 
Walley dated the 20th of Semon A Dear Sir, I am 
a receipt of your circular letter, notifying the meeting 
| Council to consider the question of voting the sum of 
= 50 towards an inquiry into the application of Dr. 

—_ s remedy for the treatment of that disease in ani- 
om I shall not be present on that occasion. but may 
i owed to say that I think such a step is, to say the 
a of it, premature. The subject is a wide one and 
wi oe to be taken up continuously and considered 
bse deliberation by the whole Council, and not hur- 

y- At present I do not see that the utility of the 
treatment has been Setnitely demonstrated.” Mr. Hill also 


read a letter from J.D. dated 3 
ber in which he stated 


ability to attend the meeting in that there are two im- 
portant notices of motion cn the agenda by Sir Henry 
Simpson. The first is only just in its infancy, and can 
bear to wait for further consideration and investigation, 
and reporting on at our next meeting. The other, that 
of considering the propriety of applying for a new Char- 
ter, that isa matter of such grave importance to the 
profession that we should not hurriedly come to any de- 
cision. Of course the number of replies in the affirma- 
tive to Mr. Mulvey’s enquiry cards will be one step at 
getting at a correct opinion from the majority of the 

rofession which we have not yet obtained. I cannot 
fale thinking myself that with regard to the 9th Clause, 
which has been so freely criticised, it would be far better 
if many of those who object to it had freely come for- 
ward and entered their names for examination for the 
Fellowship Degree, which could have been done without 
much trouble ; and knowing what a laudable object 
there was in first starting such a degree—that of raisin 
the status of our profession. With regard to the du 
appointment I should be very sorry atthe present time 
to remove any from our Board of Examiners, knowing 
as I do their worth to a very great extent on that Board ; 
so that I think it would be far better to wait until the 
term of the present board expires before any change is 
made.” 


Sir Henry Srimpson’s Mortons. 


Sir Henry Simpson :—Mr. President and Gentle- 
men, within the last few weeks not only the medical 
world but every individual who takes an interest in the 
health of his fellows creatures has been very much ex- 
cited by Ye which have reached this country with 
regard to the discovery by Dr. Koch of Berlin, of a cure 
for Tubereulosis. As a result of these reports medical 
men from all parts of the worid have set their faces to- 
wards Berlin. Many of them have arrived and received 
the benefit of Dr. Koch’ demonstrations, and I believe 
there is every reason to suppose that he is stating what 
is correct when he says that he has discovered a cure for 
tuberculosis. Of course there is no comple:e history 
before the community at large, or even before the medi- 
cal profession, as to the absolute methods by which the 
cure is accomplished; but at the same time it must be 
borne in mind that as far back as the Medical Congress 
at Berlin during the last summer, Dr. Koch did an- 
nounce that he had discovered this cure; so that there 
is not the slightest doubt that that eminent physiologist 
has been very busily engaged for some considerable period 
in perfecting |his method. When we remember that 
he ts not only been taken in hand by men of his own 
profession, but that the Emperor of Germany, who is 
very far-seeing for a young man, has absolutely had him 
in his presence and conferred the highest distinction on 
him which it is possible for a sovereign to confer on 
a subject who is a doctor, I think that ought to go very 
largely to re-assure us that Dr. Koch is, at all events, on 
the right track. We must give him credit at least for 
being an eminent man, If we were pursuing the vision 
of aman who is an empiric, of course we ought and 
should wait a long while before taking any notice of it ; 
but I do think that as matters have gone so far it be- 
comes our duty to see what is to be done for our pat- 
ie.is.  If,itis merely a question of the cure of man- 
kind we could very well afford to wait and see the result 
of the investigations, although I do not think it is alto- 
gether out of the province of this profession when op- 
portunities occur to pursue scientific jinvestigations of a 
very high character now that we are in a position to do 
it as regards pecuni means, However, here is un- 
doubtedly a disease which affects our patients, and the 
question is, ifthere is a remedy for it in the human 
being, is there one for animals? How are we to find 
that out? Are we to wait until the news trickles down 
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to us through some medical source? or are we to go 
boldly to work and endeavor to initiate for the first 
time a scientific investigation and enquiry on our own 
account? I think the time has arrived when we should 
make an investigation of this kind entirely on our own 
account, When we consider that it isa very doubtful 
point whether tuberculosis in animals is not communi- 
cable to man, I think we should be doing our duty not 
only to our own profession but to mankind in general if 
we endeavoured, if there is a cure, to put it into opera- 
tion as soon as possible. I am aware that investiga- 
tions into the diseases of the lower animals have en- 
gaged the attention of public bodies in this country, and 
the profession will ever have reason to be grateful to the 
Government, to the Royal icultural Society, and the 
Royal!Veterinary College in London, for having in the past 
investigated many of the diseases with which we are famil- 
iar, and I trust that the support they have given to this 
profession will be most amply acknowledged by us, and 
that we shall not in the future find them receding from 
conducting those investigations in the way they have 
done in the past. Some of us remember what was done 
in the case of the cattle-plague, foot and mouth disease, 
pleuro-pneumonia, anthrax and so on ; and I believe at 
the present time investigations are being carried on with 
regard totuberculosis. Hitherto we have not advanced 
a step in making scientific investigations, and I think 
we have been withheld from doing so for two reasons. 
The first was the want of money ; and secondly without 
speaking in any way disrespectfully of a generation gone 
by, I may say that perhaps the men we had in our pro- 
fession were not quite so well up to the work as they are 
in the present day to conduct scientific investigations. 
With regard to money I should like re-assure those who 
may say that we cannot afford it. The College at the 
present time isin a very good financial position. I 
took the trouble the other day to look through the 
finances as they stood in 1871 and compared with how 
they now stand. In 1871 the College possessed £574 
stock, had a balance at the Bank of £90, and a building 
fund amounting to £64, making a total of nearly £700. 
That was everything we possessed. I may say that we 
have not had one penny support from outside. Our 
position now is this. With our own funds we have 
purchased a freehold and built a College which is well 
worth its cost—£6,500, we possess in stock, £5,967, 
and have a balance at the Bank of £525 ; so that we are 
worth £13,000. Now,I think a profession which has 
been saving for the last three years and investing at the 
rate of £800 a year, should not sit still for another 
moment doing nothing when the opportunity has oc- 
curred for showing that we can and do desire to do some- 
thing ; and whether it is a success or not I think the 
public will admit, when they hear of it, that we have 
taken a right and proper course, and they will be bound 
to commend us forit. I think also we shall stand higher 
in the appreciation of the Government and of the Royal 
Agricultural Society when they see we are able to help 
ourselves, and they will be likely to give us a help- 
ing hand in the future. The Government certainly al- 
= helps those who help themselves. Some may say, 
“What power have you to spend the money”? I have 
not a copy of the Charter here, but it is clear that we 
can spend our money exactly as we choose. Therefore, 
if you choose to pass the resolution which I shall submit 
to you we have a perfect right to do it. I have spoken 
to many gentlemen previous to to-day about this meet- 
ing, and I am very glad to find that they all approve of 
the suggestion. The difficulty which seemed to present 
itself to most minds, and which certainly presented 
itself to = own mind was, how were we to get at Dr. 
Koch ? edical men have claims upon him, and we 
can hardly expect that he will go out of his way to serve 
the Veterinary profession: it has not come to our turn 


in that respect. I ventured the other day to write to 
Prince Christian, at Berlin, as he takes the greatest 

ossible interest in veterinary matters. 1 have known 

im for over twenty years, and he is always inquiri 
about what is going on. Only a fortnight ago he ask 
me various questions about hereditary diseases, which 
will show you that he takes a great interest in matters of 
this kind, knowing that he was in Berlin, I wrote asking 
him whether he would help us, because I feel sure that 
if we have to wait for the ordinary course of events, and 
send a delegate, we should have to wait a long time. My 
letter was as follows :—“It is contemplated by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to vote a sum of 
money in order to send a veterinary surgeon of emi- 
nence to Berlin to investigate Dr. Koch’s treatment for 
tuberculosis, and apply it to patients of the veterinary 
surgeon, ayd firstly to those which are used to supply 
flesh and mff for the food of mankind. It is a ques- 
tion not yet solved whether flesh and milk from ani- 
mals affected with tuberculosis may not be a medium by 
which this disease is communicated to man, and it is 
most desirable that animals so affected should be sub- 
mitted to curative treatment as soon as possible. The 
prior claims of the medical profession on Dr. Koch will, 
1 fear, prevent him giving early attention to our dele- 
gate who comes to him for information, unless we ob- 
tain the intervention of some person of great influence. 
The only possible excuse for troubling your Royal 
Highness with this matter is the great interest you 
have always taken in veterinary matters in England ; and 
as you are in Berlin, I venture respectfully to express 
the hope that you will confer a great favour on the 
veterinary profession by causing a request to be con- 
veyed to the proper official so that he may inform Dr. 
Koch of our intention to send a delegate if we agree so 
to do, and also inform me as to the necessary steps to 
be adopted by our delegate to ensure an early au- 
dience.’ This morning I had the opportunity of see- 
ing Prince Christian, who only returned from Berlin 
yesterday. He told me that he received my letter 
which he read to the Empress Frederick, and Her 
Majesty requested him to tell me how pleased she was 
that the veterinary profession was going to move in the 
matter, as she considered that if animals could be cured 
it was very necessary indeed that treatment should be 
adopted as soon as possible; and she wished also to say 
that she would show my letter to Dr. Koch, and endea- 
vour to make an early arrangement in case we desire to 
send some one over. I think therefore if you will, as I 
believe you will. agree to the motion IT am about to sub- 
mit to you, that there is every prospect, under such 
favourable auspices as these, of getting our representa- 
tive a good audience. I cannot for a moment doubt 
that we are doing the right thing as a profession, in Il 
tiating au investigation of this kind, because I feel sure, 
knowing what I do of the constitution of the 
Council of the Royal Agricultural Society, that they 
will not stop if we do. I1t is much better that we our 
selves should move in the matter and be first in the 
field, so that if it should be a discovery of practical 
utility we, and not any other Body, may be the people 
to impart the information, and perhaps the virus, to the 
members of our profession, who I trust will reap the 
benefit of what we are going to vote now. I have asked 
no one to second the resolution, but I bring it forw 
with the hope that it will be carried unanimously. 
have great pleasure in moving,—* That it is desirable 
to test the value of Dr. Koch’s recent discovery for the 
cure of Tuberculosis by scientific investigations, and by 
applying his remedy to Animals affected with Tubercu- 
losis, especially those of the class whose flesh or — 
used as food by human beings, and that the sum of £2 t 
as a first instalment be now granted from the Funds 
the College and set apart for the purpose.” 
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Mr. J. Roatrz Cox :—It needs no comment of mine 
to emphasize the interest which the veterinary profession 
has taken in the experiments now being conducted by 
Prof. Koch in connection with tuberculosis. Nor 
need I attempt to tell of the grateful welcome which 
every member of the profession will be prepared to 
afford to any and every success which may happily re- 
ward the efforts of this gentleman. At the present time 
reports are arriving at short intervals regarding the pro- 

ss made in connection with these experiments and 
the application of the principle to the control of 
tuberculosis, and if we are patient I think time 
will reveal the limit to which the control of this 
disease may be probable and possible, and beyond 
which we are not likely, in the ordinary and 
reasonable order of things, to find any further advance. 
I think, therefore, this will be the time, and a fitting 
starting point when the veterinary profession can try 
conclusions in connection with bovine tuberculosis. I 
am inclined to think that it is premature at the present 
time to ask a grant of money from this College for the 
purpose of investigation, and I also think at the present 
moment, it would be premature for the guardians of the 
College purse to comply with that request. I am not 
sure that it would not be the right and better course, 
when the fitting time should arrive, to seek from the 
State a grant for the purpose. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson :—I rise to a point of order, whether 
the resolution should not be seconded before any dis- 
cussion takes place. 

Mr. J. D. Lampert :—I beg to second Sir Henry 
Simpson’s resolution. It has been a matter of universal 
remark that our profession is rather a Rip-Van- 
Winkle-ish body. I think we have now an opportunity 
of showing that we are awake. With £250—of course, we 
are not rich, but it does not sound a very large sum—I 
think we might very well show the public that we are 
not always in leading strings, which appears to have been 
hitherto our fate. I, for one, am tired of being dragged 
behind the Royal Agricultural Society. I give them 
every credit for all they have done for us, and they have 
behaved very well and nobly to us in many respects. 

e always wait to see what the medical profession does: 
I think it is quite time, as we have arrived at a period 
—_ we can afford to act for ourselves, that we should 

0 80. 

Mr. Huntine :—I rise to propose that this resolution 
be postponed until the next meeting, and I do so for 
this reason—that there seems to be some confusion in 
the minds of both the proposer and seconder, as to what 
we can do. “Initial investigation ” has been spoken of. 
Investigation of what? Prof. Koch absolutely declines 
to give any information as to the nature of the material, 
and you are going to institute an “Initial investi- 
gation”! It is simply a misuse of terms. You are 
going over there to try and get Prof. Koch to tell you 
something which he has refused to tell—to try and get 
him to show his cards. Now, only in the last three or 
four days, it has been pointed out that the whole of this 
matter has been brought out because Prof. Koch’s hand 
Was unfairly forced. If it had not been that his hand 
was forced he never would have made the observations 
he did at the International Medical Congress. It is 
only on account of the way in which Royal Heads, who 
know nothing whatever of pathology, Crown Princes and 
newspaper reporters have rushed this thing that all the 
fuss is going on about it. I should be very glad indeed 
- hear that Dr. Koch has discovered a cure for tubercu- 
Sen He has never said so. I there meet Sir Henry 

impson’s assertion with a direct negative, and say that 

~Koch has never said so. What he has done is to 
—_ Some scientific experiments and to express an 
pinion that he will some day; but he positively re- 
to tell you any more. We want to anticipate the 


result. Now, in wishing to anticipate, you generally 
put your foot in it, and we shall be put on the same 
footing as newspaper reporters, the outside people, the 
unscientific people, who are now rushing at this thing. 
In the British Medical Journal you will find a list of the 
little hospitals who have sent men over, and it is a re- 
markable thing they are generally little hospitals where 
the medical officers are able to get at the Committee, 
and get themselves shoved forward. You hear, on the 
other side, that certain hospitals have not done anything 
in the matter. Now, who are they? The great hos- 
pitals—Guy’s, Bartholomew’s, St. Fhomas’, Middlesex, 
St. George’s—they have done nothing. The Brompton 
Consumption Hospital have resolved, only last week, to 
do nothing in the matter until Dr. Koch has made clear 
what his discovery is. Why should we rush like this? 
Nobody has greater admiration for Prof. Koch than I 
have, and I am inclined to believe he would not have 
made an assertion so far as he has done if there was not 
a great deal of truth in it. The very fact that he has not 
completed his investigations can only make him look 
upon us as some more of those nuisances who are going 
to try and rush him. Then, again, what are we going to 
do, supposing we do get a bottle of this brown fluid 
given us—that Dr. Koch’s assistant manufactures /— 
that is the utmost we can get. What are we going to 
do with it? He has told you, and I suppose you will 
ackuowlege it, that it is in the early stages only of 
tuberculosis that he can do good. Can you diagnose 
them? Nota bit. You can only diagnose your cases 
when they are well advanced, and when you have got 
the wasting with the constitutional disturbance, in 
addition to the lung changes. Is it worth while treating 
them then? Is it your duty to treat contagious diseases ? 
Is it your duty to squirt this brown stuff into animals, 
to see whether it will cure them or not? I am willing 
to allow that we may rightly have some scientific curi- 
osity as to what Dr. Koch is doing, but I strongly object 
to our collectively calling our personal curiosity 
“ scientific investigation.’”’ To talk about initiating in- 
vestigation is a misuse and perversion of terms. 

Sir H. Stwpson :—I ought to call attention to this: 
Mr. Hunting professes to read from the British Medical 
Journal, and tells you certain small people have been 
sent over— 

Mr. Huntina:—I beg pardon, small institutions 
comparatively. 

Sir H. Simpson :—* The Council of King’s College 
have appointed two members of the hospital staff, Dr. 
Burney Yeo, Professor of Clinical Therapeutics, and Mr. 
Watson Cheyne, both of whom are now in Berlin.” 

Mr. Huntine :—Both of them are back again, and 
they got only a very small quantity of the material, as is 
seen by a letter in this paper. 

Sir H. Stmpson :—I ask if it is fair for a gentleman 
to get up here and read a statement of that kind, and 
ask you to accept it as truth. This is what it says about 
the hospitals which he would have you believe are going 
to do nothing. What that which he pretended to quote 
from says, is this: “ The following hospitals, so far as 
we have been able to gather, have taken no steps in this 
direction.” 

Mr. Huntine :—I rise to a point of order. Sir 
Heury Simpson says that I “pretended to quote” 
from the British Medical Journal. I absolutely did 
quote. With the exception of King’s College, 
which is not only medical but clerical, all the others 
have done nothing; and Mr. Watson Cheyne and Mr. 
Heron have come back with only sufficient fluid to do a 
demonstration with, for that is all they can get. 

Mr. J. Roatre Cox :—I am sorry when I first spoke 
that, being out of order, I should have occupied the 
time of the Council. Mr. Hunting has said much more 


than I should have been able to say. That which has 
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occurred to me is—Having carefully considered the mat- 
ter, I do think that the most useful activity would be to 
wait and watch : and when the time does arrive, 1 am 
of opinion, it will be better and right that we should 
recommend and solicit an instalment or grant from the 
State ; andif the right honorable Minister of Agriculture 
sees his way to initiate the matter in this direction I can 
say, for our profession, that intellects and energies will 
be found quite equal to the occasion. Now, with regard 
to this Colle e deputing a representative to remain at 
Berlin, I really do not wish to oppose any scientific sug- 
gestion that is at all necessary; and I am quite of 
opinion that such information as our resident represen- 
tative could get would be forestalled by the daily papers. 
I think our duty is to watch and wait, and, believing I 
am correct in that view, I beg to move as an amendment 
“ That this College be not asked, at the present time, for 
a grant of money for this purpose.’’ 

Mr. Hunt1ine :—If I may be permitted I should like to 
make one observation. Dr. Hime, of Bradford, is now in 
Berlin, and he telegraphed to Professor Brown last 
Monday, at the Board of Agriculture, saying that the 
German Government had ordered an enquiry to be made 
by their State Veterinary Surgeon, into tuberculosis in 
animals, testing Dr. Koch’s fluid. Prof. Brown has re- 
plied, and a letter has been sent to the Foreign Office, 
asking them to get, through the German ambassador, 
some of this mysterious brown fluid. 

Dr. Fiemine :—I should like to say, as there has been 
some attempt to throw discredit upon Dr. Koch’s sup- 
posed remedy, that it is not simply the smallest men 
who are infatuated with Dr. Koch’s remedy, but some of 
the greatest physicians in Germany are in as much state 
of enthusiasm. When I mention the name of Dr, 
Bergmann, one of the greatest pathologists in Germany, 
I think you will agree that it is not merely men of ob- 
scurity who are euthusiastic witb regard to this remedy. 
For myself, I don’t think that Dr. Koch’s hand was so 
much forced, for he himself voluntarily brought the mat- 
ter forward at the Berlin Congress. But since then his 
hand has been forced from the way in which he dis- 
covered the prospect of his remedy. There is no doubt 
that the discovery which he has made—I will not say it 
is an absolute discovery, because he has followed what 
Pasteur has been doing—but, nevertheless, it is a dis- 
covery which opens up a very wide field in the science of 
preventive medicine. Prof. Dammam, of Hanover, 
recently delivered a lecture in which he dwelt upon the 
bright yesets in view with regard to preventive medi- 
cine, I may mention that last week,at a meeting of the 
Institute of Preventive Medicine. which is about to be 
established at Cambridge, with Sir Joseph Lister in the 
chair, Dr, Hankin, was sent over to Berlin, under the 
auspices of that Institute. Dr. Hankin has worked in 
Dr. Koch’s laboratory, and is well acquainted with his 
methods, and he was proposed by Sir Joseph Lister as 

being a persona grata to Dr. Koch. Dr. Koch’s labora- 
tory is very small, and he is simply overwhelmed with 
business and correspondence, and has therefore declined 
toallowanyone to enter his laboratory. Nevertheless from 
the circumstances of the case it was presumed that our 
friend, Dr. Hankin would be allowed to enter the labora- 
tory. Dr. Hankin goes to Berlin under the auspices of 
the Institute, aud he will also have a powerful introduce- 
tion from Prof. Virchow. I mention this to show you 
that there are true grounds that Dr. Koch has made a 
; and when the highest medical 
men in Germany believe so it is not for us i 
it is a small affair. 
r. Huntine :—Nobody ever suggested it was. 

Mr. H. Kipp :—I rise to alte amendment which 
Mr.-Cox has proposed. I do not think that any of us 
for a moment, disparage the great work in which Prof 
Koch is engaged. There is no doubt that if he had a: 


little longer time he would give us full pertioniprs of his 
cure of tuberculosis, and perhaps of phthisis. I think 
it is premature for us to send anyone to Berlin at pre- 
sent. The time may come when it would be advan. 
tageous probably, and desirable that we should do 40, 
but if anything is to be done, if it cannot be done indi- 
vidually there is another way in which the matter might 
be investigated. We could appoint two or three emi- 
nent men in London and could obtain some of this, as 
Mr. Hunting calls it, mysterious brown fluid. We could 
try to obtain some of it from Berlin, and operate on 
diseased animals in London, Edinburgh, or elsewhere, 
and in the meantime be doing something. My chief 
reason for supporting Mr. Cox is this, that I am con- 
vinced, in my own mind, that supposing we sent an 
eminent gentleman to Berlin at the present time, he 
would not be allowed to gain the information that he 
would after a little time. 

Mr. J. Stmpson :—How do you know that ? 

Mr. Kipp:—Because eminent medical men are not 
allowed the facilities they desire. Dr. Koch has not the 
material to give them, and if he has not material for his 
own professional brethren, I am perfectly certain he will 
not afford it to us. 

Professor PensertHy :—I should like to speak in su 
port of the amendment. It has been made ahaelutely 
clear by Mr. Hunting that if a representative of this 
College were to go to Berlin, he would have nothing to 
do. Dr. Koch will, under no circumstance, to anyone 
whatever, divulge the secret so far as the manufacture of 
his fluid. His first assistant has sent a letter to a gen- 
tleman, known to Dr. near | and myself, saying that 
he will have no Americans or Englishmen in his labora- 
tory save Mr. Hankin, who has worked in his laboratory 
a considerable time, and who probably was there early in 
the discovery of the remedy itself. The nature of the 
remedy is generally suggested through the most ad- 
vanced pathological circles ; and this is a matter on 
which Mr. Hankin has worked in Dr. Koch’s laboratory. 
He was a great personal friend of Dr. Koch, and was 
supposed, at the Romeibtes meeting to which Dr. Flem- 
ing has referred, to be the only man who would be ad- 
mitted. Consequently, what function would any 
individual have who should go to Berlin until this 
secret is divulged? With regard to the relation of this 
cure for tuberculosis in the lower animals, that might be 
a matter to be afterwards considered. Under the cir- 
cumstances, though we are not able, either individually 
or as a body, to detract anything from Dr. Koch’s 
work, for he is a man held in the highest respect 
by every scientific person who is capable of judging 
a man by his work, I think it would be pre 
mature at the present time to take action in sending a 
delegate to Berlin, or voting a sum of money. I shall, 
therefore, support the amendment proposed by Mr. Cox. 

Mr. J. F. Stimpson :—It would appear that’ most of 
the gentlemen who have spoken against the proposition 
are those who have accused the profession of being 
behind the times. Now, we are told to-day that Dr. 
Koch would not divulge the secret, and we are told 4 
great deal about what he will .do and what he will not 
do. I ask you, how do you know that ? 

Mr, Huntine :—Because he says so. 

Mr. J. F. Srweson :—Mr, Hunting says, “ because he 
says so”’; but I may tell you that Mr. Hunting, in 4 
little article in The Veterinary Record of November 15th, 
says, “ When definite results are published Koch intends 
to conduct practical courses in the preparation of his 
remedy and its application, to which no doubt medical 
men will flock from all part of the globe.” 

Mr. Huntine :—When ? 


Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Exactly so. We are not going 


to tel] a man to m4 up and go off to-morrow morning. 
We shall wait. This subject must be discussed at some 
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time or other, and why not now? I cannot but refer to 
the fact that we have been accused of not moving with 
the times. What is the suggestion now /—that we 
should wait. It is the old, old story.* We are to wait, 
as Sir Henry Simpson has put it, until the news trickles 
to us through the medical journals, and until the Royal 
Agricult Society have sent out someone and have 
obtained all the credit. We shall then, very properly, 
be accused of being behind the times, and not moving 
as we ought to. If there is nothing in the operation 
and the effects that Dr. Koch claims for his remedy, 
then, by all means, the sooner we know it the better. 
What are we to say to our clients! I do not suppose 
there is a veterinary surgeon round this table whe has 
not been asked his opinion by his clients as to this new 
remedy. If the thing is to done, therefore, it should be 
done by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons: we 
have ample means at our command, and I, for one, shall 
support the resolution. 

ir Henry Srupson:—I should like to know what 
the amendment is. 

The Secretary :—The amendment is that the College 
shall not be asked. at the present time, for the grant of 
a sum of money for the purpose proposed. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—That is a negative. 

Mr. Kipp :—May I ask to explain that I, for one, did 
not propose that we should do nothing. I proposed 
that we should progress and get some material, but that 
we should do it at home, because if we send a delegate 
to Berlin, we should only be wasting his time. 

Sir Henry Simpson :— Who is to pay for it? 

Mr. Kipp :—We should give individual effort a chance. 
If I had a tuberculous animal in my practice, and could 
obtain some of that material, I, for one, would try it. 
As long as Dr. Koch has either a sufficient supply of the 
materials, or would receive visitors, I, for one, would 
support the resolution that someone should be sent. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson :—I take it that we should not 
send anyone until we had ascertained that. 

_ Mr. Triccrr :—Having heard the arguments on both 
sides, am bound to say thai I think it is the duty of 
this profession to be in the van and lead, and on that 
simple ground I shall support the resolution. There is 
no doubt there is something in it, and supposing the 
remedy is brought to bear upon the lower animals I do 
not think we ought to play second fiddle, but I think 
this College should be the first to take the matter in 
hand. I confess that I came here thinking it might be 
rather premature, and that it might be desirable to 
defer the matter for two or three months, but when it 

ecomes a choice of voting for the resolution or 
directly negativing it, I have no option but to support 
the resolution. There is one point with regard to 
granting this money, namely, whether we should nut be 
justified in asking the Board of Agriculture to meet and 
help us in the matter, and then some gentleman might 
be sent over to investigate the subject. 

Mr. Roatre Cox:—I do not suggest that the thing 
should be negatived: I do not think anybody round 
this table would go so far as that; but I say at the 
present time it is rather premature to ask the College to 
= sum of money. 

T. TRIGGER :—There is no time specified as to how 
long we should defer it, 

_ Mr. Greaves :—I came into this room with the idea 
iis my mind that this motion was premature. I have 
; tened to the arguments pro and con and [ have al- 

ered my opinion. I think we as veterinary surgeons 
and as leaders of our profession ought not to be second 
in the matter, but should take time by the forelock, and 
act as Sir Henry Simpson has suggested, before the 
or take the credit out of our hands. We may never 

ave a more favourable opportunity than we have at the 
present moment, and [ for one think the sooner 


we act upon this at penne the better for our own 
credit’s sake. I shall have great pleasure in voting for 
Sir Henry’s proposition. 

‘Sir Henry Simpson :—If there is no further dis- 
cussion I should like to say in reply to what has been 
said, that the strongest argument used is that we should 
wait. Everybody seems to be agreed that the time 
may come some day when we ought pursue this inquiry. 
(Hear, hear). Weare now meeting in council, and we 
shall not meet again for two months, suppose something 
turns up this day month and it is then desirable for this 
College to take action ; if the amendment is passed we 
cannot do anything of the kind, and the matter must 
stand over until another council is called. I will ask 
you to distinguish very carefully between my first notice 
of motion and the second. In the first one there is 
nothing said about sending to Berlin or anywhere else ; 
you are simply asked to vote a sum of money fora 
scientific inquiry. You can keep the money in the 
bank for six or twelve months, and if necessary 
put it back to the General Fund. You should 
carefully distinguish between my two resolutions, be- 
cause you can, orlcan, alter tbe second resolution if 
necessary. My first resolution commits you to noth- 
ing except that you should for the first time in your 
corporate existence, grant a sum of money in aid of 
scientific investigation, Some gentlemen seem to 
think that it is desirable to wait a month or two; but 
I hope the majority here think it is desirable to vote the 
money at once. If the money is voted at o1.ce a small 
committee of this council can be in touch with, and 
direct our delegate, if we appvint one, togoand act. I 
do ask you not to let it go forth to the world that you 
for the first time when asked to vote a sum of money for 
scientific investigation, absolutely refused to do it. Do 
not shelter yourself behind the idea that you want the 
matter put off fora month, because if so, you will lose 
your opportunity, and then drag men up from all parts 
of the Kingdom, as you have dragged our Chairman 
from Scotland to-day, again, when you may settle 
the matter now. I ask you to vote the money: do not 
spend it, and do not send anyone to Berlin ; but still 
you have got the money for the purpose. If, however, 
you lose this opportunity you would be condemned by 
the whole of the scientific and agricultural world. 

Mr. Watters :—I merely wish to remark that [ came 
here to-day for the purpose of voting against Sir Henry 
Simpson’s motion simply because I cousidered, and I 
consider now, that to send a man full haste to Berlin, 
and to instruct him to perform certain duties there with 
reference to Dr. Koch’s alleged discovery is entirely pre- 
mature. But from what Sir Henry Simpson now says 
and from the tenor of his last remarks, | think he has 
put an entirely different aspect on the matter. I was 
under the impression that this scientist of ours was 
to be sent at once to Berlin, was to apply to, and be in- 
structed in, Dr. Koch’s methods or to watch the experi- 
ments which are being conducted there, and so to return 
home again, full of the knowledge which he had acquired. 
I now understand from what Sir Henry Simpson says 
that we only require a money grant ; that this money is 
to be left in the bank until a suitable opportunity occurs 
for spending it in the proper direction, and that being 
the case I have changed my mind, and shall vote for the 
resolution. 

The PrestpENnt :—I have listened very attentively to 
all that has been said. I must say that when I entered 
the room, just like others I thought it was premature 
for this meeting to take any stepsin this matter. After 
this explanation from Sir Henry Simpson the matter 
has been put in a very different light, and I do not 
think we should be committing an error in voting this 
money for the purpose for which it is required. e do 
not want to spend it, unless we think it should be spent. 
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1 think also it would be much more becoming, if this 
money is to be voted, that there should be a unanimous 
vote in the matter, and I will take the liberty of asking 
Mr. Cox’s permission that, after the explanation which 
has just been given, he should withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. Huntine :—I shall certainly withdraw my op- 
position to it if Sir Henry Simpson withdraws his 
second resolution, or alters his wording of it. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I intend entirely to take the 
‘Council into my counsel with regard to the second reso- 
lution. It must be altered. +f 
Professor PenBeRTHY :—That removes my objection 
certainly. 

Mr. Roatre Cox :—The suggestion from you, Sir, in 
the chair is quite sufficient to lead me to acquiesce in 
your wish, which I do most readily. I, however, wish 
to ask for information upon one or two points. Sup- 
posing the time should arrive when it was thought ex- 
pedient by the Committee or Council to send this re- 
presentative to Berlin, is there a gentleman who can con- 
verse fluentlyjin German, and is a [sufficient pathologist 
and investigator who would go for anything like such 
@ sum as is suggested, and would give up the whole of 
his practice at home! Is there such a man to be found 
who will go and remain at Berlin? And then in re- 
ference to the initial grant from the College of £250; 
how far is it likely to go, is it likely to stop there? | If 
we dive into the question of controlling, annihilating, 
or aineliorating tuberculosis in the bovines it strikes me 
that it will take a sum of money that will swamp this 
College. I say this College will not be backward in 
this matter. The principals of jthe Colleges will in no 
way be backward, but I think that we should look at the 
question in a practical way before we touch the purse- 
strings of the College at all. I offer no opposition to 
the movement, but I think we should be careful first to 
consider if the College is rich enough for this, and if we 
once begin to dip into the money bags of the College for 
this purpose I think we shall regret the course. When 
the proper time comes it would be a right and proper 
course to recommend and solicit a grant from the State. 
The profession will not be backward ;_ it will now, as it 
has on all previous occasions, find talent and energy to 
cope with the emergency whenever it occurs. I think 
those present should take into sonsideration the probable 
great outlay, and should endeavour to obtain the Royal 
Agricultural Society, or better still, the State, to help 
them in this matter. I, of course, withdraw my amend- 
ment, but I still think it would be satisfactory for us, 
while talking over this matter, to come to some sort of 
idea as to what will be the probable cost, and whether we 
should take the initiative in this matter. I do not 
think we should. . All this College can afford towards 
helping in this matter it will afford. 

Mr. Kipp :—I very cordially uiesce in what Mr. 
Coxhas done. After the final remarks from Sir Henry 
Simpson I must also withdraw any opposition of mine. 

My objection only went to this that it was premature at 
the present moment, but I believe we should take the ini- 
tiative in this matter, and in no way lag behind. 

Professor PrircHarp :—I with what has fallen 
from Mr. Cox. This sum of money which it is pro- 
posed to vote for scientific investigation into this mat- 

ter, is not one-fiftieth part of what we require to carry 
it out. Look at the field you are going to cover, or 
attempt to cover, with £250. Even Sir Henry Simp- 
son himself, from the way he has worded his motion in 
putting in the words “ first instalment,” knows as well: 
as anybody knows that it is only a very small sum tc- 
wards what will be required for this to be properly car- 
ried out. With regard to sending a man over to 

oney for that. ere are plenty of good m 
will go and interview Dr. Koch for £50. 


Mr. J. D. Lampert :—I should remark about what 
Professor Pritchard has said, that we are not going to 
institute an independent investigation which would 
certainly cost a‘lot of money. The whole world, and al) 
the scientific bodies in the world, are engaged in this 
investigation, and are contributing to the funds for it, 
We only give our aid: we send a gentleman to repre- 
sent us, and as for sending a man there for £50, if we 
got a man for only that, he would not be a representa- 
tive of the profession. 

Sir Henry Simpson’s motion was then put from the 
chair, and carried, thirteen voting in favour of it, and 
two against. 

Sir H. Srmpson :—I feel deeply indebted to you, Mr. 
President, for throwing oil, I will not say on the trou- 
bled waters, for they were not troubled waters, as we 
only differed as to method ; but it was very good of you 
to make the suggestion you did. I am sure the gentle- 
men who voted for my resolution will appreciate your 
kindness in{jthe appeal you made. I feel that as these 
motions are so absolutely distinct from one another, 
and as you have voted upon all that is vital, that with 
regard to this second motion, I ought to endeavour to 
meet the Council in every possible way. It has oc- 
curred to me that the best plan would be this, that 
instead of moving this resolution as it is, I should do 
so in somewhat altered terms, and that we should 
now appoint a committee with full power to act. 
I conceive that the time may come at any moment 
when we may want to send someone, and I think the 
committee should be able to meet here at short notice 
and do the work for us. I do not want to take upon 
myself the responsibility of nominating a committee, 
but I think we should have a committee :of seven, in- 
cluding yourself, Mr. President : I should say that was a 
convenient number; we do not want a large committee, 
and I think we should at once proceed to ballot. I 
wish in every way to dissociate myself individually 
from this motion, [I do not want anybody, so far as I am 
individually concerned, to be on the committee. I wish 
the committee to be absolutely chosen by the Council in 
the fairest manner possible, and that is by ballot. I 
will therefore move that “ In pursuance of the resolu- 
tion regarding the treatment of tuberculosis in animals, 
the Council do forthwith ballot for a Committee of 7, 
including the President who is not to be balloted for, to 
carry out the above resolution, with full power to act.” 
I throw this out as the proper way to meet the Council 
and one which will commend itself to your notice, and if 
some gentleman would second it I should feel obliged, 
and then we might ballot. Perhaps the better plan 
would be for the members to be nominated who are to be 
balloted for, or if not we could take the list of 30 and 
ballot for them as we like. 

Mr. ‘TricceR seconded the resolution which was 
unanimously agreed to. P 

The nominations were then taken and 15 gentlemen 
were nominated. 

The ballot was taken and the result was as follows :— 


Dr. Fleming me ‘ 14 
Sir H. Simpson ... | eee 11 
Prof. Penberthy ... wes 10 
Mr. Hunting ae oes 10 
Prof. Pritchard ... eee 10 
Prof. Brown hs one 7 
Prof. Axe 206 ove 7 
J. D. Lambert 
r. W: oqe 
Mr. Walters 4 
Prof. Walley bias 4 
Prof. Williams __... 3 
Mr. Greaves ons 2 
Mr. J. F. Simpson nis 2 
Mr. Briggs 1 


| 
+ ia 
4 

ARS 

| 
| 
| 

| 

| 


December 6, 1890. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 285 


. Flem Sir H. Simpson, Prof. Penberthy, Mr. 
Hunting and Professor Pritchard were declared elected, 
and there was another ballot for the sixth member, as 
Professors Brown and Axe had tied, when the result was 

Prof. Axe 12 
Prof. Brown 4 
Professor Axe was therefore elected. The meeting 


then terminated. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE COMMUNICABILITY OF CONSUMPTION * 


One of the strongest pieces of evidenve adduced 
in support of the communicability of phthisis is 
that to which a whole chapter is devoted, and which 
is based upon Dr. Cornet’s masterly analysis of the 
statistics of the Catholic Nursing Orders of Prussia 
during the past twenty-five years. These institu- 
tions contain a yearly average of 4028 persons. who 
enter mostly about the age of twenty-five, and who 
at that time have. after medical examination, been 
pronounced healthy. Yet the average age of death 
amongst them is as low as 36-27 years, and no less 
than three-fourths of the great mortality in these in- 
stitutions are assignable to tuberculosis. As Dr. 
Heron points ~ut, this extremely .high mortality 
rate at ages ten years below the average age attained 
in the most unhealthy of trades, demonstrates the 
existence of conditions in these communities which 
favour the spread of tubercular disease. The same 
reasoning, we opine, may apply to the undoubted 
preponderance of consumption in densely populated 
districts, but it is held that the conditions of depri- 
vations of light and air are subsidiary to the facilities 
of infection afforded by overcrowding. It is difficult 
in this matter to avoid arguing in acircle, but at the 
same time the reasoning of Drs. Cornet and Heron 
is legitimate and logical. Further support is claimed 
for communicability from the report of the Collective 
Investization Committee of the British Medical 
Association, especially in instances where there was 
no consanguinity between the parties, and it is point- 
ed out that the main condition requisite is close and 
proved association of the healthy with the sick. 

he case with regard to the transmission of tuber- 
culosis from the consumption of milk derived from 
tuberculous cows is stated to be in full accord with 
the conclusion arrived at by the Paris Congress ; 
Whilst as regards tuberculous meat, the opiniun is 
strougly held that no animal presenting even the 
most localised tubercular lesions can be held free 
from liability to have its blood or flesh generally in- 
fected. The results of an inquiry made at Baden- 
Baden demonstrated the prevalence of tubercular 
disease in districts where there was proved to bea 
large consumption of cheap (and tuberculous) meat. 

© question of stringent regulation of food-supply 
and the adoption of cleanly habits is illustrated by 


Py ee from a Review in the Lancet on ‘* Evidences of 
MD. ability of Consumption,” by G. A. Heron, 
~~ asgow, F R.C.P., Physician to the City of London 


Hospital for Diseases of , 
Green, and Co. 1 a ‘4 the Chest. London: Longmans, 


the alleged immunity of Jews from these diseases. 
This immunity amongst the stricter members of the 
community who faithfully observe the ordinances 
of their religion in respect to these matters is ap- 
parently a fact; but amongst ihe poorer class, who 
are unable from their surroundings to observe these 
rules of life, or are indifferent to them, the mortality 
from tubercular disease is practically the same as 
that among the rest of the population. This clearly 
appears from certain statistics gathered from the 
London hospitals. and accords with the author’s ex- 
perience amongst hospital patients. 


** The Lancet,” on the Koch question. 


From an Editorial in The Lancet we take the 
following:—That intense -excitement is invariably 
followed by a corresponding depression was never 
more clearly brought out than in the events of the 
last few weeks, and the unreasoniny, because too 
excited and too sudden, jubilation of the medical 
world has been followed, or is being followed, by an 
equally irrational reaction which has taken the form 
of everything that can be urged, either probable or 
improbable, against Koon in the first instance, and 
against his new method in the second. Statements 
that Koou never made are vigorously contradicted, 
and results which he never claimed are as forcibly 
denied. All this is to be greatly deplored, as either 
exultation or depression of a hysterical nature in the 
medical profession must necessarily be reflected in 
an intensified form in the minds of those poor 
patients suffering from tuberculous affections, the 
hopes of many of whom have only been raised to be 
unnecessarily shattered. 

We were assured at first that tuberculosis was 
about to become a disease of the past, that Koon’s 
new method was to annihilate the tubercle bacillus; 
whilst now we are assured that Koon has done 
nothing new, and that he is simply working out 
PastEur’s ideas. Let us discuss calmly the present 
position of affairs. Kocun, like all scientific men, 
has his own methods of working, and his own system 
of declaring his results. He has never yet rushed 
into print with a discovery until he has been sure of 
his facts, and all who are in any way acquainted 
with the circumstances under which Kocu was 
practically compelled by his Goverment superiors 
and by his colleagues to make his premature state- 
ment at the International Medical Congress in Berlin 
will sympathise most deeply with him that he was 
compelled to break through his usual reticence, As 
we have already pointed out, it is evident from the 
carefully written statement that he made on Nov. 
14th that even this was wrung from him by his desire 
to counteract in. some measure the effects of the in- 
discreet ardour of his friends and disciples, and to 
correct the misleading statements that have from 
time to time appeared in the press, and so to lay 
before his medical confréres his exact position in 
regard to his new discovery, and to correct some 
of the erroneous impressions that were gradually 
gaining ground, not only amongst those who had 
charge of phthisical patients, but amongst phthisical 
patients themselves. 
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The Koeh “ boom.” 

A correspondent of the British Medical Journal 
writing from Berlin says:—Tbe mystic elixir is in- 
jected into all who present themselves—in many 
cases apparently without much attempt at dis- 
crimination between suitable and unsuitable subjects 
for treatment. It is whispered also that the tiny 
rivulet of lymph at present ‘available is being 


transmuted into a broad Paetolas of gold by some 


of the happy few wh» were privileged tu obtain an 
early supply. Noshadow of such a suspicion rests 
on Koch himself, and he is said to know nothing of 
the despicable use to which his magnificent discovery 
is being put by certain persons who have abused his 
confidence. He no longer inoculates patients him- 
self; indeed, he seems—for the present, at least —to 
have withdrawn from the clinical field into his 
laboratory, where he remains somewhat like Achilles 
in his tent. He is thoroughly disgusted with the 
appearance of a vulgar “boom” which the whole 
thing has assumed, and he is particularly annuyed 
at having been driven by circumstances, very much 
against his will, to bring his results, unfinished as 
they are, prematurely lefore the scientific world. 
He has now firmly made up his mind to remain silent 
till such time as his investigations are completed. 


**A Berlin!” 

It may prove useful t» medical men about to join 
the extraordinary number of their colleagues already 
in Berlin to invite them to calmly reconsider their 

laus. What do they hope to gain by going there? 
hat they will gain will be this: If they are energetic 
and can endure squeezing and crushing, they may 
join the crowds of doctors from every known land 
who surround the beds occupied by patients under 
treatment by Koch’s method. One of the staff will 
address briefly those immediately surrounding the 
bed, while the scures or hundreds who are crushing 
around this inner circle remain absulutely ignorant 
of what is veing said or done. Can suchra visit or 
several such impart any instruction? The actual 
inoculation is precisely similar to any other sub- 
cutaneous injection, yet hundreds of medical men 
may be seen fighting and crushing their way to see 
this, as if it were something important. Anyone 


seriously interested in this question would act wisely |. 


to first learn all that he can as to the method—and 

await some practical results, and afterwards, if he 

thinks it desirable, go to Berlin for some weeks. 
Lancet. 


The Royal College of Physicians and 
Prof. Koch’s Remedy. 

At the well-attended special Comitia of the Royal 
College of Physicians, held on the 21st inst., to con- 
sider whether any official steps should be taken 
with regard to Professor Koch’s discovery, the mat- 
ter was disposed of. after prolonged debate, by the 
‘‘ previous question,” which was moved by Dr. Pye- 
Smith, seconded by Dr. Pollock, being carried by a 
large majority. No doubt this course has much to 
justify it, especially at this early period, and it may 


be, perhaps, admitted that at present it would be 
inadvisable for the College to send a Commission 
to Berlin. 


Honours and Congratulations. 

The German Emperor has conferred on Dr, Koch 
the Grand Cross of the Red Eagle, in recognition of 
the value of hisigreat discovery. NoGermanscholar or 
man of science has received this high decuration since 
it was bestowed on the great naturalist and traveller, 
Alexander v. Humboldt. The decoration was per- 
sonally conferred on Dr. Koch by the Emperor at 
an interview, during which properties of the remedy 
were explained. The City of Berlin has presented 
its honorary freedom to Dr. Koch. This also is an 
altogether unusual honour, his only fellow-citizens 
being Prince Bismarck, Field-Marshal v, Moltke, 
and Dr. Schliemann. 


A Note of Warning. 

At the first meeting, for the present session, of 
the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh, the open- 
ing address was given by Dr. Sims Woodhead, re- 
tiring Vice-President. The subject was Bacterio- 
logical Science, and he uttered a word of warning 
in regard to the too hasty conclusions that were 
being rushed at in regard to the eps 3 of tuber- 
culosis pulmonum by the new method of Koch. He 
urged that while Koch himself had been able to 
support almost every thesis he had hitherto pro- 
posed, it was meanwhile necessary to wait till evi- 
dence had accumulated sufficiently to afford proof. 


Animal Vaecination Institute 
It has been decided by the French Government 
to establish an Institute of Animal Vaccination at 
Saigon, to which a bacteriological institute will be 
attached. 


Dr. Koch’s Lymph. 

On Tuesday in the House of Commons, 

Sir W. Foster asked whether the Government 
would take steps to obtain a supply of Dr. Koch’s 
fluid, and distribute the same to recognised public in- 
stitutions in the United Kingdom. 

Sir. J. Fereusson — By directions’ from her 
Majesty’s Government the Ambassador has applied 
for some of Professor Koch’s fluid for use in this 
country. He has reported that the quantity avail- 
able is as yet small, and that the subject is not under 
the control of the German Government. 

Sir W. Fostzr—Will the right hon. gentleman 
take into consideration the last part of the question: 

Sir J. Frrausson—Undoubtedly the Agricultural 
Department, with whom the matter will lie, will do 
their best to distribute the fluid when proct 

Laughter. 
Sir W. I ask why the Agricultural 
Department? (Renewed laughter.) 

Sit J. can unly say that the 

cultural Department has applied for a supply of Fro- 


| fessor Koch’s fluid. (Laughter.) 
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; Laneashire V. M. A. 

The next meeting of the Association will be held 
at the Blackfriars Hotel, Manchester, on Wednesday 
Dec. 10th 1890. Tea at 5 Business at 6 p.m. Mr. 
W. Hunting will read a paper on ~The use and 
value of position and action as indicative of lame- 
ness. Peter Pixs, How. Sec. 


White Corpuscles and the Bacillus of Anthrax. 


At the last meeting of the Academy of Sciences 
M. Phisalix read a paper on the result of experiments 
he had carried out with a view of demonstrating 
the action of white corpuscles as phagocytes on 
the bacillusofanthrax. He found that it was especially 
at the nearest ganglion to the point of inoculation 
that the effects were most marked, and could be 
most easily studied. The animal inoculated lived 
or died at the end of a time varying from ten to 
seventy-two days. But in every case, whether the 
animal survived or succumbed, the microbe was not 
actually killed in the ganglion, for this, when culti- 
vated gave rise to an abundant proliferation. The 
blood, on the contrary, had lost completely all 
microbic tendencies, for all his cultures of blood 
proved to be sterile. From this series of experi- 
ments he concludes that the white corpuscles play 
an undoubted mechanical réle, their chemical action 
being less easily demonstrated; bnt in any case this 
action alone would not suffice to destroy the microbe. 
He held rather that the protection of the organism 
resulted especially from the influence exercised by 
the blood or its products on the vitality of the 
bacillus. 


The Burden of Bacillus. 


Is there no one to protect us, is existence then a sin, 

That we’re worried here in London and in Paris and Berlin ? 

We would live at peace with all men, but ‘‘ Destroy them !” 
is the cry, 

Physiological assassins are not happy till we die. 

With the rights of man acknowledged, can you wonder that 
we squirm 

At the endless persecution of the much-maltreuted germ. 

We are ta’en from home and hearthstone, from the newly- 
wedded bride, 

To be looked at by cold optics on a microscopic slide ; 

We so and stewed together, and they never think it 

urts ; 

We're injected into rabbits by those hypodermic squirts : 

Never safe, although so very insignificant in size, 

There’s no peace for poor Bacillus, so it seems, until he dies. 


It is strange to think how men lived in the days of long ago, 
bier the fact of our existence they had never chanced to 
ow. 

If the scientific ghouls are right who hunt us to the death, 
Ose who came before them surely had expired ere they 
drew breath : [bloom ; 
= were there in those old ages, thriving in our youthful 
= a was no Kocn or Pasreur bent on compassing 

oom. 


i humanity are preaching, and philanthropists elate 
gi Far he who injures horses shall be punished by the 
Pits re carefully protected, likewise the domestic cats, 
If all ly kind-hearted ple would not draw the line at rats: 
* Aare be right and proper, why then persecute and kill 
Lo! the age’s foremost martyr is the vilified Bacillus ! 
Punch. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 


THE EXAMINATION FEES AND THE CHARTERS. 


Six, 

Looking over the old Charters, I find in the Supplemen- 
tal Charter of 1883, the following :— 

‘* And, whereas by the Charter of one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-four, the fee or fees chargeable for ad- 
mission as a member of the said Royal College is or are 
limited to a maximum sum of ten guineas, and, in view 
of the increased expense of holding examinations of 
candidates for membership consequent on the progress 
and extension of veterinary knowledge, it appears to US 
expedient to authorise an increase of the said maximum 
fees to a sum not exceeding thirteen guineas.” 

Now it is a well-known fact that a large percentage of 
the students, who qualify every year, pay more than thir- 
teen guineas in examination fees; indeed, in some cases as 
much as thirty guineas are paid, and I believe there are 
cases on record where even that sum is exceeded by some 
unfortunates who have been *‘ plucked” over and over 
again. On the face of the Charter, this is quite illegal, 
and don’t you think it requires mending as well as that 
bone of contention, the Ninth Clause ? Such, at least, is 
the opinion of 

Very sincerely yours, L.S.D. 


THE NEW CHARTER. 


Dear Sis, 

In last week’s Record is a communication from Mr. Mar- 
tin, giving expression to his opinions on the three questions 
submitted to him, on a postcard, by Mr. Mulvey. Perhaps 
I may be excused if I take exception to some of his views. 
In speaking of the New Charter, he says that members 
should have spoken about the injustice done them before 
the last Charter was obtained, and as they were so apa- 
thetic then, have no right to complain now. That they 
were apathetic then is an acknowledged fact, but surely 
that ig no reason why they should always remain with 
their eyes shut. The old proverb says, ‘‘ It’s never too late 
to mend.” The very fact that the profession was so dila- 
tory before is, to me, the best argument why it should now 
rouse itself, and be up and doing. 

The second question, viz., ‘‘Is it desirable to make the 
Council entirely elective,” he considers of little importance. 
Well, I cannot agree with him there: for the well-being of 
any profession it is absolutely necessary that the governing 
body be composed of men elected solely by the members. 
Those men to be elected for their abilities independent of 
their position or name. Until this comes to pass there will 
always be that confounded red-tapism and influence, a sort 
of ‘‘ you scratch my back, and I’ll scratch yours ” style. If 
that could all be done away with, would that be of no im- 
portance to the profession generally ? 

Coming to the Dual appointments, Mr. Martin thinks 
that if the men in this enviable position had to choose, they 
would remain on the Council. This must be intended for a 
joke; and as for there being any difficulty in filling their 
places, did they elect to stay on the Council, surely that is 
all nonsense. Was there ever a vacancy yet that was not 
filled bya competent man? 

Iam as emphatic in my opinion as Mr. Martin, that in 
the profession at present we have plenty of men quite as 
competent and able as any of the existing Examining 
Board. Like Mr. Martin lama very young member, and so 
had also the privilege of going before the new Board of 
Examiners; but I cannot say that I found them in the 
least degree elementary. One has only to look at the num- 
bers who present themselves for examination, and the num- 
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ber that are successful to see whether or not our examiners 
are afraid to go beyond their depth. It would be the easiest 
thing in the world for examiners to “stick” a student if 
they had a mind to, and I think it shews the good quality 
of our Board, when it tries to find out what a student does 
know, instead of what he does not know. I am far from 
upholding the present ‘system of examination, but that is 
not the fault of the examiners, but of our very conservative 
let-me-be Council. Mr. Martin does not think that the 
examiners should be drawn from our own profession alone. 
Iam of opinion, however, that the profession should be 
encouraged, and should, at least, get the first chance to 
furnish examiners. Where will he get specialists to do 
thei: work any better than either of our botany examiners, 
or Mr. Finlay Dun, at Chemistry? all of whom are mem- 
bers of our own profession. And when on the subject of 
specialists, I cannot see that any are uired other than 
those our own ranks can easily produce. I would ask what 
branch of science, however unimportant, can any ordinary 
student master in barely eight months? To do so, he 
would require to be a second President Garfield or Mr. 
Gladstone. My experience was that we had not much time 
to enquire too deeply into the whys and wherefores of our 
subjects, and had to take much—too much, perhaps—for 
granted; and, therefore, I think that, in the present sys- 
tem of education, veterinary surgeons who have had the same 
difficulties to contend with, are best fitted to judge how 
— ee onght to know in the limited time at his 
is 

n conclusion I do not suppose, for a moment, that any 
one who gave the subject a thought ever imagined the New 
Charter (to which every election brings us nearer) could 
put down quackery Still Iam sure it must be gratifying 
to all, that we have at least one member who is not such a 

** poor useless creature” as the rest of us. 
Wma. Henry Davipson, M.R.C.V.S. 


“OUR NEXT DUTY—A WARNING. 


Dear Sir, 

The replies to Mr. Mulvey’s circular are very satisfac- 
tory and show how unanimous the Members and Feliows 
are in thinking a new Charter necessary. This expression 
of opinion will no doubt greatly assist the Council in legis- 
lating for the interests of the ~‘ greater number” —the 
members. We, as a body, must not now sit still and await 
the good things to come, or when they arrive our desires 
will probably be modified out of all recognition. The 
veterinary profession is certainly conservative, and it is 
just possible that a very great number who replied in favor 
of all the proposed alterations, will inext year vote for the 
good old numes without stopping to consider if they favor or 
oppose the new charter. The old respectable mediocrities{who 
are content to sit year after year saying—‘*Don’t question us, 
we know your wante better than yourselves, leave it to us,” 
—this party is doomed unless they exhibit a mental plas- 
ticity foreign to all tradition. “We don’t expect reform 
from them, and must prepare for strategics. What I do 
wish to point out is, that it is no good expressing an opinion 
in favor of a new charter unless we are prepared to back 
this opinion next year, by refusing to vote for any candi- 
date unless he clearly pledges himself to the reform we 
desire. Yours truly, H. G. Rogsrs. 


A MYSTERIOJS CORRESPONDENCE. 


29 Street, Lonpon, §.W. 


November 26 90. 
Dear Six, 


I shall be glad if you will insert the enclosed cor - 
dence in the next issue of The Record. I may add thattin 
spite of the challenge to Mr. Briggs to produce his “ well 
authenticated information ” he has, as yet, failed to do so 
although a meeting of the Council was held on the 25th 
inst., at which he was present. I leave your readers to draw 
their own conclusions. : 


Lam, yours faithfully, W. J. Mutvey. 


Tue Bory, 
10th November, 1890. 
Dear Mutvey, 

I don’t, as you know, admire your style of conducting the 
campaign in favour of a New Charter. You and your col. 
leagues are very transparently ‘playing to the gallery.” 
You know what has been self-evident to lookers on. What 

rsonal pique is at the bottom of this present bubble? 

urely you might sink personal feelings for the sake of the 
welfare of the profession. I am in possession of some well- 
authenticated information, and shall, if in order, bring the 
matter before the council. 

Until lately I have liked attending the Council Meetings. 
Now, I go home more often than otherwise, feeling that I 
have wasted time and money and been fooled. You will 
please excuse, if you can, this strong language. 

Yours faithfully, Tuomas Briaes, 
Mr. Mulvey, 27 Walpole Street, S8.W. 


27 Svreert, 
19th November, 1890. 
Dear Sir, 


I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th 
inst., in which you are plea to attribute to me certain 
unworthy motives in reference to a circular that I have 
lately issued to the profession, it certainly troubles me very 
little what your opinion may be of myself personally, [ am 
content to ullow my acts to be judged by the profession to 
which we both belong. I simply say this, that for ten 
years I have protested in season, and‘out of season, at every 
available opportunity, against, what I consider, the in- 
justice of certain clauses in the 1876 Charter. I have never 
for one moment wavered in my opinion (can you say the 
same), but have at all times publicly expressed it. What 
you mean by “‘ personal pique being at the bottom of the 
present bubble,” is more than I can understand, the only 
charitable construction to be placed upon such a statement 
as addressed to me, is, that you have been dreaming about 
something or somebody else. most certainly any such re- 
mark does not in any way apply to me. _ I have not, nor 
ever have had, any personal pique or animosity against a 
one, on the contrary, I am on terms of friendship wit 
every one connected with the Council, and the profession 
generally, you have either forgotten or you wilfully ignore 
the fact, that in the address I issued to the profession in 
the year 1884, I freely expressed my views on certain topics 
that were then, and had been for some time, agitating the 
members of the profession, 1 have kept what I then said stead- 
ily before me, and whenever the opportunity has arisen have 
endeavoured to carry out the reforms there indicated. As for 
any information yon may possess to the contrary, it is sim- 
ply a vain boast on your part, and I challenge you to pro- 

uce it, when and wherever you like. 

As your letter was written in answer to a Circular issued 
publicly to the profession, I consider that your answer 18 
also public property, and shall therefore, with your permis- 
sion, publish it together with this letter, in the professional 
Journals. I am your faithfully, W. J. Muwvey. 


TELEGRAM, sent 1.45 p.m., Nov. 21st, 1890. 
To Mutvey, 5, Turk’s Row, Sloane 8q., S.W. 

Certainly! Publish what you choose, and in to-morrow’s 
Record if youcan. My letter was posted tenth by me. 
Your reply comes noon to-day officially stamped Chelsea, 
Nov. 20th. Why this, when Council meets Tuesday 
next ? Buiaes. 


5, Turx’s Row, SLoane SquakE, 

London, 8.W., Nov. 22nd, 1890. 
Dear Sip, 
I was from home when your telegram arrived, but any- 
how it would have been too late for this week’s Record, a8 
you desired. Want oftime must be my excuse for not 
answering your letter of the 10th earlier, and of course I 
should not publish the correspondence without your per 
mission, but as you are quite ‘agreeable to that being done, 

I will endeavour to have it done at an early date. 
I am, yours faithfuliy, W. J. MUutvey. 
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